" PEACE WITHOUT INDEMNITIES . . ."         Ill

our right in the East far too dearly to give it up for the sake
of cheap revolutionary phrases ", x and it was with this
warning from the " ancestral voices " in his ears that the
Secretary of State departed for Brest.

By December 20 five delegations had assembled
at Brest-Litovsk. From Berlin Kiihlmann had brought
Rosenberg as his assistant and, as his chef de cabinet,
a young Saxon nobleman, Baron von Hoesch, who was
later to achieve distinction as Ambassador in Paris and
London. The question of the representation of the Supreme
Command on the delegation had been a very vexed one.
LudendorfE had originally intended to go himself to Brest-
Litovsk, but wisely abandoned the idea. The antipathy
which existed between him and Kiihlmann would have
rendered any form of co-operation impossible. Hoffmann
was therefore appointed as military representative, with
plenipotentiary status but having only the right of advice
and protest.2 He made good use of both. But though
loyally representing the views of his chief, Hoffmann was
capable of understanding the very difficult situation which
Kiihlmann had to handle. The Secretary of State was
agreeably surprised to discover this unexpected support.

Ludendorff therefore remained in Jovian detachment,
brooding above, ready to hurl his thunderbolts, even as
Lenin dominated the situation from the other side. Indeed,
as events progressed it became more a duel between these
two gigantic figures, the delegates at the conference being
but pawns upon the board. Originally Ludendorff had
sped Lenin on his way, thinking him too a pawn; now

1  Berliner Lokal Anzeiger, December 21, 1917.

2  Hoffmann's plenipotentiary status, later challenged by the Social
Democrats, was clearly stated by Kiihlmann in a speech in the Reichstag
on February  20, 1918. See Verhandlungen des  Reichstags, No. 130,
pp. 4042-4043.
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